
Happy November to our Walker Families!  
 

It is hard to believe we are almost to our Fall Break and the end of 2017. Our 

calendar has certainly been action-packed since school started in August. I’m 
sure everyone is ready for the break to take a deep breath and give thanks for 

our many blessings.  
 

As parents, our plates are overflowing. Our schedules are tight and our to-do lists 

are endless. The last thing any of us truly wants to do is commit to another 
project, group, or organization. So why get involved in PTSA?  

 
If there is one area we shouldn’t be cutting corners or making excuses, it is 

volunteering at our child’s school. Our children truly are the future of our society. 

The ongoing social, academic and emotional success of our children relies on the 
parent and guardian community that shows up to support them. Research shows 

time and time again that children whose parents are involved in their school 
make better grades and have fewer disciplinary problems.  The evidence is not 

hard to find.  
 

I think one of the best reasons to get involved is the network you become 

connected to. How many times are you surprised by what is going on at school? If 
you were connected to a group of parents that were actively involved in sharing a 

common goal of improving the school for all children, you’d hear about important 
decisions and have a voice in the process. The PTSA gives you an opportunity to 

get to know teachers and administrators on a familiar basis and become part of 

the advocacy efforts the PTSA supports on a local, state and national level.  
 

I know that looking back the only things I regret are the things I didn’t do. 
Children grow up and their needs change. As their needs change, so does the type 

of participation we can provide. Middle school is a whole new beast in regards to 
volunteering, but there are still plenty of opportunities that present themselves. 

Please check out the Help Wanted corner of the newsletter each month to see 

what is needed and where you might be able to offer support. our children and 
developing a supporting and encouraging community.  

 
If you have a particular skill that might be helpful and you don’t see an 

opportunity, reach out to us at walkerptsainfo@gmail.com, and we can work 

together to find a fit for your schedule and skill set. Every minute matters when it 
comes to supporting. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

Respectfully yours, 
 

Ami Marie Granger Welch 
Walker Middle Magnet PTSA 

walkerptsainfo@gmail.com 
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Team Walker, 
 
Thank you for a great and memorable quarter 1 (see eclipse and 
hurricane). We are excited about our Hero Festival on Friday, 
November 17th. Our annual festival is designed to promote our yearly 
theme and raise funds for the school in our ongoing effort to provide 
a world-class MYP education at Walker. The festival this year will 

focus on the heroes of yesterday and today as well as how they 
connect to the IB Learner Profile. 
 
Stay tuned for information over the coming days for how you can 
support Walker through this exciting annual event. 
 
Mr. Jones 
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Letter From The P rincipal  

Like us on Facebook! 

Jakson B. 11/2 
 

Josh L.  11/3 
 

Ian J.  11/8 
 

Kevin C. 11/11 
 

Pranay P. 11/12 
 

Mario. C. 11/16  

Walker’s start time will be moved about an hour next year from 7:35 
to 8:30 with the school day ending at 3:25. Middle magnet school 
times are aligned with high school hours. 
 
While not everyone in the county was happy with the change, many 
felt that the advocacy of parents and students made an impact and 
that the district listened.  The efforts of the Hillsborough County 
Council PTA made a difference by helping to spread the word about 
the survey.  Nearly 57,000 surveys were taken by parents, students, 
teachers and administrators.   

 
Mr. Jones explained at a recent PTA Board meeting that he believes 
the additional time available for teacher planning will offset any 
losses in academic time.  The new times will also impact 
transportation - from the carline to bus use next year.  The carline is 
likely to improve as our start times will not be as close to the start/
end times of our neighbor, Hammond Elementary; and more students 
might ride the bus to Walker since the morning bus stop time will not 
be as early. 

Later S tart Time To Impact Walker 2 018 -19 S chool Year  

The SERVE form is 

online this year! 

Want to be more informed about legislation that impacts our kids?  
Let the PTA help!  PTA is the oldest and largest volunteer advocacy 
organization in the country.   
 
Join www.PTA.org Action Alerts to stay informed on what’s happening 
on the national level, and join Florida legislative alerts for information 
on the state level at www.floridapta.org.  Keep up to date by liking 

the HCC PTA/PTSA on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Also, join the Alliance for Public Schools at all4schools.org  

Ways to Advocate For S tudents  

https://www.facebook.com/Walker-Middle-Magnet-PTSA-1580430735574075/?fref=ts
https://community.sdhc.k12.fl.us/wps/portal/community/sdhc.home/sdhc.volunteer/sdhc.applyvolunteer/#/Volunteer
https://community.sdhc.k12.fl.us/wps/portal/community/sdhc.home/sdhc.volunteer/sdhc.applyvolunteer/#/Volunteer
http://www.PTA.org
http://www.floridapta.org
all4schools.org


Over 389 books were collected and given to Lee Elementary during a book drive 
hosted by the Walker PTSA and the Teachers’ Club, led by Ms. Strano.   
Community efforts to support the students of Lee Elementary have been 
amazing.  The school building was destroyed in a fire on September 12th soon 
after Hurricane Irma blew across Florida.  The students and their teachers have 
moved to Lockhart Elementary. 
 

Collections are being gathered by the Hillsborough Education Fund.  According to 
their website, “Tax-deductible donations will go toward the replenishment of 
books, supplies and other essential items needed for the school's 329 students 
and 25 teachers impacted by the fire.”   

Walker Wolves G ive Books to Lee E lementary S tudents  
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Great Amer ican Teach In  
Walker Middle Magnet 

The Howler 

 
Students in Mr. Arnold’s class have been learning to study for quizzes by closely examining the standards 
for clues on what to study. For example, a standard students learned about list “English policy” so 
students have learned to look for these policies in the unit. This helps create a focus on the right 
knowledge to gain during the unit and the right information to review at the end of the unit.  
 
Many parents and students should be thanked in helping to make Mr. Arnold’s class a fun flexible place to 
learn. Using DonorsChoose, a number of new breakout areas have been added to the classroom for 

students to move to for small group work and student led tutorials. There is much more being added to 
the classroom, please visit https://www.donorschoose.org/thehistorydude for more information.  

Teacher Talk—M r.  Arnold  

The Great American Teach-In will take place on November 16, 2017. 
 
Do you have an interesting skill or hobby you'd like to share with the students at 
Walker Middle Magnet? We are looking for parents and community members that 
would like to come in on November 16th and give a 30-45 minute presentation to 
our students. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Kerri Shashack at 

kerri.shashack@sdhc.k12.fl.us for more information. 
If you are ready to sign-up, go HERE. 

8th Grade Field Tr ip I nformation—U niversal S tudios/Islands of Adventure  

When: Thursday, February 8th, 2018 
Cost for students: $120 (Transportation and park-to-park tickets) or $30 (Transportation only) 
Cost for chaperones: $90 (ONLY park-to-park ticket) or Free (A copy of the park pass MUST be 
attached to the registration) 

Ms. Noriega received the books for 

Lee Elementary, and she happens to 

be grandmother to Walker 8th 

grader Alexis Palacios and a big fan 

of our Wolves!  

https://www.educationfoundation.com/lee
https://www.donorschoose.org/thehistorydude
mailto:kerri.shashack@sdhc.k12.fl.us
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4baeab2cabf94-great


Below are the events that we have scheduled for the month of November: 
 
4 November 2017 (12-2pm) Come help the Dad's Club spruce up the Outdoor Classroom area at Walker 
Middle Magnet School. Please sign up HERE, and come join us. 
 
November (date TBD)- In conjunction with our year long salute to heroes, the Dads Club is going to cook 
for one of the Fire Stations that supports our school. Trying to get the kids to cook for them, and take it 

to the fire station. If you would like to take part, please email me at walkermiddledadsclub@gmail.com.  
 
29 November 2017 (4-6pm)- Another great adventure for our Wolves. The Dad's Club is hosting Laser 
Tag at the school. Mobile Gaming Revolution will be at Walker Middle School and will have their Laser Tag 
set up, along with their Gaming trailer. The PTSA has recently purchased some outdoor games that we 
will have for this event. Giant Jenga and Giant Connect Four will be there for the kids. Cost of the event 
is $10, and will include a slice of Pizza and a Soda or Water.  For more information on Mobile Gaming 
Revolution, check out their website HERE.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We have a lot of activities planned for this school year, and welcome all families to join us. The title of 
the group is Dad's Club, but we focus on whole families. Some things on our radar this year include: 
    
 - Laser Tag and Video Games (at the school) 
    - "The Amazing Race", Walker style (similar to the TV show, but Wolfed out 
    - Annual Golf Tournament 
    - And many more.  
 
Come out and enjoy the fun and people of the Wolves Nation. Follow our 
events on Facebook and Twitter.  

 Jimmy Custin 
 walkermiddledadsclub@gmail.com 
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Dad’s C lub  

The Hero Festival is coming!!  On November 17th, Walker will hold the Hero Festival - a student-created, 
student-led event.  We will have all kinds of booths and activities surrounding the theme of Be a 
Hero!  The students will be working hard through their homerooms over the next weeks to create these 
activities but we need adult volunteers to help run them.  We will also need volunteers to help sell wrist-
bands prior to the festival during lunches.   
If you would be willing to volunteer to help, please go to this LINK to sign up.  The link will include dates 
and times so you can find the best one to fit your schedule. 
 

If you sign up, please be sure that you have filled out the volunteer form on the Hillsborough County 
School page.  Here is the LINK.   

Teacher Talk—Mrs. Brown 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fa4ac28a02-outdoor
mailto:walkermiddledadsclub@gmail.com
http://mgrparty.com/
mailto:walkermiddledadsclub@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0845a4aa2caaf49-hero
http://sdhc.k12.fl.us/doc/1532


11/2 Volleyball & 

Football vs Smith 6:30 

11/3 $1 Jeans Day 

11/4 Outdoor 

Classroom Cleanup 

12pm 

11/4 Water Tower 

Competition 

11/6 No Early Release 

11/6 5th Grade Family 

Open House 

11/9 Free Drama Class 

4pm Room 401 

11/9 Band Concert at 

Sickles 

11/10 No School 

11/13 No Early Release 

11/13 SAC 3:15 

11/15 Conference Night 

11/16 Great American 

Teach In 

11/17 Hero Festival 

11/20-24 No School 

11/29 Laser Tag 

12/1 $1 Jeans Day 

 

Business P artners  

Click here for more information about Walker PTSA’s Business Partners.   

The Howler 

Walker Middle Magnet 
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Help Wanted 

Pease continue to send in 

your box tops.  It’s an easy 

way to donate extra money 

to our school! 

Please check out the volunteer opportunities available to help support 

our teachers and students at Walker Middle Magnet this November.  

Outdoor Classroom Clean-up with PTSA Dad’s Club—November 4th  

Scholastic Book Fair October 26-November 3rd 

Great American Teach-in November 16th 

Hero Festival November 17th 

Conference Night Teacher Meals November 15th 

http://walker.my-ptsa.org/content.asp?PageID=24
https://www.dncsupplements.com/
http://wowfreshandfast.com/
http://www.mathnasium.com/carrollwood
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fa4ac28a02-outdoor
http://bit.ly/2gRHmK6
http://bit.ly/2yLPTFP
http://bit.ly/2zuVe3K
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4baeab2cabf94-walker
http://www.bivensortho.com/
http://bahamabucks.com/index.php
http://www.tlc4kidz.com/

